alexandra cuffel just as the demonic feminine, like her divine feminine counterpart, could be reunited with the divine male, so too could some Gentiles either be redeemed or were characterized as somehow an integral part of the divine schema. Even in such seemingly conciliatory texts, however, Gentiles remained impure and spiritually inferior to Jews ; their redemption lay in conversion or some other kind of purification by association with Judaism.
2 The human body, subject as it was to a variety of impurities , remained the fundamental source of symbolic imagery to portray impurity /evil within the Godhead itself, in human-divine relations, and in human-human hierarchies. Yet not all impurities held the same connotations, nor were all Gentiles alike. In this essay I explore the nuances of gendered impurity in polemic against Christians , Muslims , and "bad" Jews in a variety of thirteenth-century Iberian kabbalists' writings that span both the ecstatic and theosophic approaches.
3 I will focus on Abraham Abulafia (1240-c. post 1291), the primary exemplar of "ecstatic kabbalah ," the Zohar, a multi-layered Jewish mystical text of the thirteenth century that became the foundation for future theosophic kabbalistic works, and Joseph Gikatilla (1248- (Princeton, 1994) . Ecstatic kabbalah, by contrast, focused on the individual mystic's encounter with, revelations from, and union with God and placed less emphasis on the sefirotic system. The thirteenth-century mystic Abraham Abulafia is the primary example of this form of kabbalah. On ecstatic kabbalah see Moshe Idel, Studies in Ecstatic Kabbalah (Albany, 1988) .
2 Moshe Idel, Kabbalah and Eros (New Haven and London, 2005), 112-115, 119-122; Wolfson, Venturing Beyond, 27, 58-73, 97-101, 158-171, 195-196, 240. 3 While the impurity of the foreskin, failure to circumcise or circumcise correctly, and the proper relationship of the divine and human phallus to the feminine are also relevant to the gendered, polemical use of impurity in kabbalah , these issues have been examined extensively by others, and hence will receive only passing attention here. Instead I concentrate on the uncleanness of seminal emissions, menstruation , and illicit sex. 
